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The Pacific is a region of astounding linguistic diversity, containing a fifth 
of the world’s 6,000 languages. 

This new course, the first of its kind to be offered in an Australian university, provides an 
introductory overview to the languages of the Pacific, extending from Timor in the west through 
the island of New Guinea out through Melanesia into Pacific Polynesia. 

It deals equally with the Austronesian languages which were brought into the region 3,000 years ago by 
seafaring immigrants from Taiwan, and the many Papuan languages whose history goes back deeper in time 
and which are geographically focussed on the island of New Guinea with outliers in Timor, the Moluccas, and 
the Solomon Islands. No previous exposure to linguistics or to Pacific languages is assumed.

The course will be offered in second semester as a team-taught second/third year subject, in semi-intensive 
mode: a mixture of regular lectures and intensive longer sessions.

ENROL NOW FOR SEMESTER 2, 2009!

For more information please contact Nicholas Evans E: Nicholas.Evans@anu.edu.au
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